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The Malual Family, Traralgon, 2014  
Back row: Abraham Lueth Maluk, 
Rebecca Akuch Derwei, baby Kuei, 
Abiar Front row: Lueth, Adier, Maluk, 
Aluel, Akuok, Abut, Derwei
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While many history resources focus on post World War II immigration 
to Australia, this one provides teachers with an opportunity to discuss 
more recent experiences of immigration with their students. The 
teaching materials are based on stories which were first published in 
Donkeys Can’t Fly on Planes by Kids’ Own Publishing in 2012. 

The stories are from children with South Sudanese heritage who 
came to live in Australia in the early 2000s and attended the Liddiard 
Road Primary School in Traralgon, Victoria. Following the book’s 
publication, parents and adults in the community told their stories, 
for children, in In My Kingdom (2014) and All the Way Home (2015). 
The children’s responses to the adults’ stories are also included in the 
books and the artwork that illustrates them was created in artist-led 
workshops. 

The vision of Kids’ Own Publishing is to work towards a world where 
books by children for children strengthen culture, language and 
literacy in all communities. The mission for Kids’ Own in doing this  
is to harness the power of books and the publishing process to 
connect children, families and their communities. These resources 
follow this vision and mission and place children’s voices and their 
creative expression at the centre of stories and learning activities 
within classrooms.

The resources ask teachers and students to see stories by children 
as the basis for learning and thinking in classrooms. The stories and 
activities provide opportunities to examine particular experiences 
of seeking refuge from war and conflict, journeys of migration to 
Australia, experiences of living in a new country alongside ongoing 
connections to people, places and cultures. The stories do not, and 
cannot, provide an entire, comprehensive history. They are a form 
of memoir or biography by children and families with historically 
specific refugee experiences. The activities also aim to encourage 
students to think of their own family’s stories of migration and 
movement as an important part of Australian history and culture.

Introduction 

Illustration from ‘I’m Not Scared’ the story of Nyawech Ruach in Donkeys Can’t Fly on Planes
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I hope these books open up discussions with different communities 
in Australia. Reading these books and understanding these stories 
from both parents and children kind of opens people up. If we 
come to an understanding that we’ve all been through something 
and we all came from something, at the end of the day we can 
realise that we’re not that different from each other.

— Angeth Malual (at 19 years old) in 2018 reflecting on the three books she was involved 
in creating

The authors of Donkeys Can’t Fly on Planes are no longer children. 
They are young adults, busy finishing high school, getting jobs, 
starting apprenticeships, attending university, some moving away 
from their childhood communities, thinking about their future  
and navigating their journey as South Sudanese Australians living  
in Victoria.

Some of the authors have recently reflected on their experience of 
making the books with mixed emotions. Many have said how it gave 
them confidence and 

a voice out there to just show people our story ... like where we 
came from … so they understand.

— Guguei Malual (at 17 years old)

Author Paul Kuol said that for him, having the stories published 
created ‘a special feeling, that they [the readers] wanted to know 
about our experiences’. Overall he ‘felt this was a privilege’.

As part of these reflections, some of these authors have recorded 
themselves now, reading their stories from when they were children. 
They also recorded new stories of things they want to say now.

Some authors commented on the impacts of the stories for their 
community and their personal identities. This was particularly 
significant when the books of their parents’ stories, In My Kingdom 
and All The Way Home, were created.

Some of the stories I hadn’t even heard. It opened up a discussion. 
Me and my mum and dad sat down and I asked ‘did this really 
happen?’, and they said ‘yes’, and explained it in more detail. It 
gave us more connections with our parents, and it gave us more 
connection with our culture.

— Adier Maluk (at 17 years old)

About the authors

Authors in 2018 – Angeth Malual and Paul Kuol 
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Through the publishing of these two books, the parents of the  
original authors also became authors. As Adier’s father, Abraham 
Maluk, has said 

It is important to us that our children, who are growing up as 
young Australians, remember where they have come from and 
are proud of who they are … These are the stories we want our 
children to know. 

The children’s responses to the parents’ stories are an integral part of 
In My Kingdom and All The Way Home. These published responses 
between two generations of authors give the reader a unique insight 
into the significance of shared narratives between family members. 
Abraham went on to say

It has brought our experiences to the dinner table and has 
strengthened the bonds with our children.

Despite all the changes that have happened since writing their 
stories, and the unique journey that each of them have taken, the 
authors’ younger selves that readers hear in Donkeys are still there, 
often not too far beneath their emerging adult selves. As Guguei 
Malual looks back on the time of writing the books, he says 

I was just a cheeky kid, really, really hyperactive, always just 
loved being at school, being a kid, just loved learning about Africa 
… I’m still the same.

The authors today are mature, resilient, aspirational, humorous, and 
articulate. They are creating new stories now, built upon the sturdy 
foundations of their childhood narratives. Because these young 
people were willing to share these stories with teachers and students 
across Australia, we can all use them to facilitate conversations and 
understandings in our classrooms that can only benefit us all.

Authors in 2018 – Adier Maluk and Guguei Malual 

Teacher Kit: Donkeys Can’t Fly on Planes6



It is important that people who have experienced forced migration 
can tell their own stories. We need to hear many voices in our schools 
and in public life, and here we can read and hear the first-hand 
accounts and creative expression of children from families who have 
been forced to move from their homelands. 

Children’s voices and stories are not always listened to seriously 
by adults. The Convention of the Rights of the Child (1989), among 
other rights, asserts children’s right to express their own views 
freely. Embedded in this is children’s right to public participation. 
Books created by children about their lives is one way that children 
participate in public life. Through publishing stories and sharing them 
children learn from other children and become part of networks of 
expression and knowledge.

The types of life experiences the children share in Donkeys include 
a range of activities and experiences when living in refugee camps 
alongside friendly and frightening encounters with animals. They also 
tell about the lack of food as well as the bodily responses they have 
had to many experiences. Almost all of the stories convey a range 
of emotions, many describe the impacts of violence, processes of 
resettlement and family separation as well as the differences between 
homes and lives in Africa and Australia. In these stories we can see 
how the children themselves have told stories about their lives. 

Some of the stories include separation, death, illness, poverty, 
fear and starvation. Even though all of the children who told their 
immigration stories arrived safely in Australia, not all family members 
did and long-term separation of family members is common.

Some teachers might hope that nobody in their classes has ever 
experienced forced separation, violent conflict and extreme trauma 
in their childhood, but many students, in different contexts, have. 
These stories imbue readers with a very real understanding of why 
people must flee their homeland for safer nations. These stories are 
also valuable for adults too – what can adults learn from reading and 
listening to children’s stories?

Why read stories by children?

Authors at a publishing workshop in 2014
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Step 1: Understand the context of the stories
You can understand the context of the stories by reading this kit in 
full, and also by reading all three books: Donkeys Can’t Fly on Planes, 
In My Kingdom and All the Way Home. 

 
Step 2: Know your students
Education standards in Australia emphasise that ‘knowing learners 
and how they learn is one of the fundamental requirements of being a 
successful teacher’. 

While you can never know every detail of all students’ circumstances,  
you can think carefully about how particular students, of all cultural 
backgrounds, might respond to these stories. Consider discussing 
this with your peers, particularly colleagues who work in student 
welfare if you think this could be relevant. 

Foundation House provides resources for schools in supporting 
students and families with refugee backgrounds (http://www.
foundationhouse.org.au/schools-in-for-refugees/).

You might want to share your own family or personal migration 
stories with students. There could also be others in your school 
community who would be able to come and share their stories of 
migration with the class. It is important to keep in mind that some 
people may not know their family histories or may not want to share 
them. This should be carefully respected. 

Step 3: Preparing the students for the stories
The best place to begin is to find a quiet space with no distractions, 
noises or interruptions.

Let students know that you will be reading a true story, and that there 
might be some sad bits.

Ask them to think about other true and difficult stories that they have 
read or heard.

 
Step 4: Timing
Consider when you will read the stories with the students. 

What will they have been doing just before this lesson? 

Are they in the right frame of mind? 

What kind of activity could you do with them at the end of the class 
to help them debrief?

Creating a learning environment for these resources
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All lessons in the classroom resources adopt the structure outlined below. 

Introduce 
Students are introduced to Kids’ Own Publishing and children’s 
storytelling. 

Create context and understanding 
Students are given a brief introduction to the history of South Sudan. 

Read and listen 
Students read the stories, or listen to audio and video recordings of the 
stories from the books. 

Discuss 
Students discuss the story in the context of what they may have learned 
about the authors, South Sudan and migration to Australia.

Respond 
Students work individually or in groups to create a response to the stories 
they have heard or read. 

Lesson structure

This bus symbol indicates there is audio or video material 
available on the main classroom resources website page 
www.kidsownpublishing.com/classroom-resources
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South Sudan became an independent nation on 9 July 2011. South 
Sudan is on the continent of Africa, and its capital city is Juba in 
the South East of the country. While people in South Sudan speak a 
variety of languages, the country’s official language is English. Salva 
Kiir Mayardit is leader of The Sudan People’s Liberation Movement, 
was the first president of South Sudan and remains the leader of the 
nation in 2019. The Sudan People’s Liberation Movement split into 
factions in 2013, and the country’s first Vice President Riek Machar 
leads the Sudan People's Liberation Movement-in-Opposition.

Geography 
South Sudan is a ‘land-locked’ nation as it has no coastal borders. It 
shares borders with Sudan, Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda, Democratic 
Republic of the Congo and Central African Republic. All rivers in 
South Sudan are part of the Nile River system with the main river the 
White Nile. All the country is within the Nile River Basin. 

South Sudan has extensive grasslands, wetlands and tropical forests. 
A key geographical feature is Al-Sudd (the Sudd), a vast swamp which 
is over 100,000km2 (approximately 15 per cent of the country) and 
one of the world’s largest wetlands. South Sudan has a hot tropical 
climate with a wet and dry season. The wet season is usually between 
April and November. The temperatures ranges from 25 to 40 degrees 
Celsius. South Sudan is experiencing the impacts of climate change 
and extreme weather conditions. Drought and famine have long been 
experienced in Sudan and South Sudan.

Background information on South Sudan

Map of South Sudan and surrounding countries UN Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 

Source: Wikimedia Commons (2012)
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People  
People in South Sudan come from many different ethnic groups.  
The largest is Dinka (36 per cent of the population) followed by Nuer 
(16 per cent of the population), and other groups include the Azande, 
the Bari, the Shilluk and the Anywa (Anwak). There are 64 ethnic 
groups in total, as well as a small Arab population in South Sudan. 
Over sixty different indigenous languages are spoken by people from 
different areas and ethnic groups. Some of the main ones are Dinka, 
Nuer, Bari, Zande and Shilluk, but there are many more. Arabic is a 
language that many people speak. 

Religion 
Approximately 60 per cent of South Sudanese population are 
Christian (primarily Roman Catholic, Anglican, and Presbyterian), 
introduced to the area by European missionaries in the 1850s. People 
also practice indigenous religions, and some people are Muslim. 

Agriculture and livestock  
Approximately 80 per cent of the South Sudanese population lives 
in rural areas and practices subsistence agriculture. The main crops 
grown are sorghum, millet, sesame, cassava, groundnuts, maize, 
pumpkins and other vegetables. In specific regions of South Sudan 
rice, fruit trees and tree plantations are cultivated. 

Almost three quarters of the population of South Sudan keeps 
livestock, including cattle (cows), goats, poultry, sheep and donkeys. 
Keeping livestock is a key part of pastoralist community life, cows in 
particular provide families with milk and meat, as well as wealth and 
prestige. In the story ‘Living in Australia’, Mayen Deng is particularly 
excited to see cows when he first arrives in Traralgon, as they remind 
him of home.Map showing South Sudan in the Nile River System 

Source: Wikimedia Commons – Nile River Map by Hel-hama (2013)
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History 
 

In terms of the modern history of South Sudan, sociologist Andrew 
Jakubowicz wrote in 2010 (before South Sudan became a separate 
country) that ‘Sudan has a long history of struggle between Arab 
and indigenous African influences and varying reactions to colonial 
intrusions’. Many people from various ethnic groups in South Sudan 
today have ancestors who settled in the area between the 1400s and 
the 1800s. There were, however, people living in the region in ancient 
times.  

Part of the colonial history of the region was an invasion in 1820 by an 
army under the control of Muhammad Ali of Egypt who had support 
from the Ottoman Empire. Muhammad Ali was seeking territory 
and wealth and in pursuing these aims, many people were taken as 
slaves from Southern Sudan. By the late 1800s today’s countries of 
South Sudan and Sudan were part of Anglo-Egyptian Sudan that was 
jointly ruled by Britain and Egypt. There were separate administrative 
arrangements in the North and South of the country, and there was 
ongoing resistance to foreign rule from people in South Sudan. 

Sudan became an independent nation in 1956, which formally ended 
the British-Egyptian administration. The Republic of Sudan was 
formed and this included Northern Sudan and Southern Sudan. There 
was conflict between people within the new nation of Sudan over 
the degree of autonomy that the South would be afforded. The First 
Sudanese Civil War (1955-1972) was part of this conflict.

In 1983 the Sudanese President wanted to extend Islamic law 
and culture, from the North, to the whole country. This was part 
of the ongoing marginalisation of the South by the North, which 
also included conflict over access to resources - particularly the 
commercial development of oil - which began in 1974. People in 
the South actively opposed the controls from the North. As part of 
resistance in the South, the Sudanese People’s Liberation Army was 
formed. This long-lasting conflict between the South and North has 
been called the Second Sudanese Civil War (1983-2005). Violence 
forced many people to flee their homelands, including in 1987 the 
approximately 20,000 young boys who escaped to Ethiopia to avoid 
being killed or recruited into the Northern Army (described as the 
‘lost boys of Sudan’). During this time there was also fighting between 
ethnic groups in South Sudan, especially between Dinka and Nuer 
people. 

Conflict has continued to feature in South Sudan since independence 
in 2011. Civil war broke out in December 2013 when the President 
believed members of the government were planning a coup. In 
August 2018 a peace agreement was signed and power-sharing 
arrangements made in hope of ending the conflict. In 2019, the 
United Nations has reported on violence and human rights violations 
in South Sudan towards women as well as increasing food insecurity.
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War and violence
War and violence have forced many people in South Sudan to leave 
their homelands. Nyakim Ruach begins her story ‘My Nice Uncle’

When my mum was born and when she was growing up, there 
was a lot of fighting. When I was born there was fighting and it 
still goes on today. We never felt safe. 

Given the almost constant civil conflict in the region, life for families 
in South Sudan has been dangerous with threats of attack in their 
homes or villages. This experience is described by Erjok Wut in the 
story ‘Working and Playing in the Garden’ when he is confronted by 
an armed man in his playhouse.

In ‘What is the Fighting About?’, Deng Cuor recounts the story of 
his nine-year-old friend Chol being recruited by the SPLA (Sudan 
Peoples’ Liberation Army). Chol returns to the refugee camp he was 
living in a month later with what was described as ‘some mental 
problem’. Chol had also lost one arm after being shot. In this story, 
Cuor explains that he was almost in the SPLA too but his mother 
pulled him off the truck to stop him joining the army. Historian Peter 
N. Stearns notes the long history of children serving in military forces 
across the world, and says that some children ‘undoubtedly, were 
pushed into battle against their will, but many fought willingly’. In 
some times and places children’s role in the military has been praised, 
while at other times it is opposed. Today beliefs about childhood 
and contemporary international standards deem it inappropriate for 
children to be involved in military activities.

Push factors: Why do people leave South Sudan?

Illustration from In My Kingdom (2014)
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Food and water shortages
Some people entering refugee camps have explained their motivation 
for leaving their homes was a shortage of food. Hunger is discussed 
in stories such as ‘A Problem for my Mum’ (In My Kingdom) where 
Nyater Chuol states that ‘when the fighting comes, there is no food 
for the people’. Her mother is forced to walk many miles to get corn 
for the family, with hunger triggering the family’s decision to leave 
Sudan for Ethiopia.

The civil wars and extreme weather conditions have had a huge 
impact on agricultural production. In many cases war has forced 
people to move from their homes and men can be fighting and unable 
to continue farming. The scarcity and high price of food means that 
many families are often hungry.

Leaving South Sudan did not always solve the problem of hunger. In 
‘Steven the Donkey’, Sunday Garang writes about the lack of food in 
the Kakuma refugee camp in Kenya. Sunday’s family were growing 
their own vegetables and Sunday’s mother ‘would try to make us 
feel better’ when they were going to sleep hungry, telling them 
‘There is food growing right now while we sleep. It will be ready 
soon’. Sunday’s mother continues to breastfeed her, even though she 
doesn’t have sufficient food to eat herself.

Many people in South Sudan do not have ready access to safe 
drinking water. From data collected in 2012, it was reported that 
57 per cent of the population had access to clean drinking water. 
In 2009 almost half of the population had to walk between 1 and 19 
minutes to reach their main source of drinking water, and 20 per cent 
of people in rural areas needed to walk for over an hour to reach their 
main source of drinking water. 

In ‘Steven the Donkey’ Sunday collects water for people to drink and 
cook with, with the help of her family’s donkey. In ‘The Water Carrier’, 
Elizabeth Ayen Ruk has to collect water on her own. Elizabeth was 8 
years old and had to travel long distances to collect water, sometimes 
15 to 20 km. She had a 10 litre container that she couldn’t carry herself 
and would have to roll it home.

Much of Sudan’s water is unfit to drink. Some is contaminated and 
there is also risks to people’s health with water-born diseases such 
as schistosomiasis/bilharzia and cholera. Another significant cause 
of illness linked to water is malaria. Malaria is spread by mosquitoes 
laying eggs in water and is particularly prevalent during the wet 
season. It is the leading cause of death in South Sudan today. 

Illustration from ‘The Water Carrier’ by Elizabeth Ayen Ruk, In My Kingdom
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Ayuen and Adhieu Malual, 2014

Teacher Kit: Donkeys Can’t Fly on Planes15



Sudanese migration to Australia
The numbers of people living in Australia who have a Sudanese or 
South Sudanese background has increased since 1991, during the 
Second Sudanese Civil War. Before 2001, most people born in Sudan 
who migrated to Australia were able to come as skilled migrants. By 
2001, the majority of people born in Sudan who moved to Australia 
arrived under Australia’s Humanitarian program.  

Australian census data shows the Sudanese and South Sudanese 
population of Australia to have been less than 500 people before 
1991. The 2011 Australian census was the first that formally recognised 
South Sudan as a place of birth or as ancestry after South Sudan 
gained independence. Many people with South Sudanese heritage 
have been born outside of South Sudan. Place of birth in census 
data does not reflect the size of the South Sudanese population in 
Australia. Research published in 2013 estimated the South Sudanese 
Australian community as more than 30,000 people.  

The long road to Australia
The process of seeking asylum in Australia is often long, with many 
people moving between several countries before being approved to 
come to Australia. Due to the length of time there has been conflict in 
South Sudan, most people come to Australia from a country outside 
of South Sudan, often from a refugee camp, but not always. This 
points to the range of experiences people have had before coming to 
Australia, and the importance of not assuming a singular migration 
journey.

In ‘From Sudan to Traralgon’, Paul Kuol explains that he was born in 
New Cush, Sudan in a camp for displaced persons. His family moved 
to Kenya before making the journey to Australia. At the end of 2017, 
more than 2.4 million South Sudanese fled to neighbouring countries 
such as Ethiopia, Kenya and Uganda before attempting to gain entry 
to countries such as Australia. Many of the young adults and children 
who have sought asylum in Australia were born in refugee camps and 
did not grow up in their traditional homeland. The United Nations 
High Commission for Refugees reported in December 2017 that there 
was 2.18 million people internally displaced within South Sudan, and 
2.4 million South Sudanese refugees being hosted in neighbouring 
countries (the majority in Uganda, Sudan and Ethiopia).

From 2001 almost all of the Sudanese-born people in Australia have 
arrived under the Australian Humanitarian Program, either under 
the Special Humanitarian Program (which requires support from an 
Australian citizen, permanent resident or an organisation based in 
Australia) or the Refugee Program. The table on page 17 shows the 
total number of Refugee, Special Humanitarian & Special Assistance 
(functioned between 1991 and 2001) visas that have been granted to 
people to permanently resettle in Australia from 1977 to 2018.

2016 census data shows Victoria with the highest number of South-
Sudanese born people in Australia (2,750 people), followed by 
Queensland, Western Australia  and then New South Wales. Victoria 
also has the highest number of Sudanese born people in Australia 
(5,665 people), followed by New South Wales, Queensland and 
Western Australia. 

South Sudan to Australia

Teacher Kit: Donkeys Can’t Fly on Planes16



In Victoria, 2016 data indicates the Local Government Areas with the 
largest number of Sudan and South Sudan born people are Wyndham 
(Melbourne’s Southwest), Brimbank and Melton (Melbourne’s 
Northwest) as well as Casey and Greater Dandenong (Melbourne’s 
Southeast). Since the European colonisation of Australia, people 
with shared cultural backgrounds have often lived in close proximity 
with each other, and communities have developed over time. After 
WWII people from a range of cultural backgrounds lived and worked 
in the then poorer inner-city suburbs of Melbourne, with Jewish 
communities in Carlton and St Kilda, people with Italian and Greek 
backgrounds in Carlton and Fitzroy, and later a significant Greek 
presence in Oakleigh. From the late 1970s Vietnamese people were 
living and working in Richmond and Footscray, and since the 1990s 
Somali communities have developed in Springvale and Footscray. 
People from a range of cultural backgrounds create community 
places where they can gather, and buy goods, food and clothing from 
their homelands.

Year Number of Visas 

Granted

1977–78 9,326

1978–79 13,450

1979–80 19,954

1980–81 22,545

1981–82 21,917

1982–83 17,054

1983–84 15,485

1984–85 14,207

1985–86 11,700

1986–87 11,291

1987–88 11,392

1988–89 11,309

1989–90 12,415

1990–91 11,284

1991–92 12,009

1992–93 11,845

1993–94 14,070

1994–95 14,858

1995–96 16,252

1996–97 11,902

1997–98 12,055

1998–99 11,356

1999–00 9,960

2000–01 13,733

2001–02 12,316

2002–03 12,119

2003–04 13,547

Year Number of Visas 

Granted

2004–05 12,925

2005–06 13,685

2006–07 12,788

2007–08 12,604

2008–09 13,412

2009–10 13,757

2010–11 13,799

2011–12 13,759

2012–13 20,019

2013–14 13,768

2014–15 13,756

2015–16 17,555

2016–17 21,968

2017–18 16,250

The data is taken from the Australian 

Government’s Historical Migration Statistics 
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Books by Kids’ Own Publishing
This teaching kit uses three books created by Kids’ Own Publishing to share the 

experiences of South Sudanese immigration to Australia.

Donkeys Can’t Fly on Planes: Stories of Survival from South Sudanese Children Living 

in Australia  (Children’s stories) – Suitable for students and teachers 

http://kidsownpublishing.com/library/donkeys-cant-fly-on-planes/

In My Kingdom: South Sudanese Parents’ Stories for their Children in Australia (with 

responses from children) –  Suitable for students Y4 + and teachers  

http://kidsownpublishing.com/library/in-my-kingdom/

All the Way Home: South Sudanese Parents’ Stories for their Children in Australia 

(with responses from children) – Suitable for older students and teachers 

http://kidsownpublishing.com/library/all-the-way-home/

Three book pack: Donkeys Can’t Fly on Planes, In My Kingdom and All the Way Home 

https://kidsownpublishing.com/library/south-sudanese-refugee-families-book-pack/

The Book of Sudanese Cows 

Arabic: http://kidsownpublishing.com/library/the-book-of-sudanese-cows-arabic/ 

Dinka: http://kidsownpublishing.com/library/the-book-of-sudanese-cows-dinka/ 

English: http://kidsownpublishing.com/library/the-book-of-sudanese-cows-english/

Nuer: http://kidsownpublishing.com/library/the-book-of-sudanese-cows-nuer/

 
Personal Stories
Abraham Malual and the South Sudanese Intergenerational Storytelling project in 

Gippsland with Kids’ Own Publishing, ABC Australia Wide  

http://youtu.be/hgF0TuFa2bo

One Voice Many Stories, Kids’ Own Publishing https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCs9YWBtqp5EPUVz7OUdqhHw

• Being a Black Girl, Adier Maluk https://youtu.be/lZm7vEurScw

• Growing Up Going Forward, Angeth Malual https://youtu.be/8pQBa98A9IQ

• How I got my Name, Nyapany Duach https://youtu.be/Jpr7qsr39bE

• Dreams and Determination, Aquella Jok https://youtu.be/yWjClyhbg8o

• Family Traits, Guguei Malual https://youtu.be/A4BjWw4NNEc

• Beyond the Haunted House, Nyaration Duach https://youtu.be/4x7hGJBOJxo

Kudamba Abas, Leaving Sudan and finding a home, friends and Aussie Rules in 

Morwell, ABC Heywire Winner 

https://www.abc.net.au/heywire/heywire-winner-kudamba-abaas,-morwell,-

vic/9183192?jwsource=cl

Bul Bulkoch Collection, Museum Victoria 

https://collections.museumvictoria.com.au/articles/10611

Mayor Chagai, Australian Story 26 June 2017 

https://www.abc.net.au/austory/shooting-for-the-stars-promo/8643530

Johnson Maker, Refugee Journey to Australia, ABC Behind the News 

http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s3895053.htm

Sudanese Stories a Blacktown community history project, Western Sydney, Migration 

Heritage Centre, NSW http://www.migrationheritage.nsw.gov.au/exhibition/

sudanesestories/sudanese-stories-intro/index.html

Further reading and resources
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References and additional background reading about 
South Sudan
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African dimensions, Australia’s migration policies: African dimensions’, May 2010 

https://www.humanrights.gov.au/publications/african-australians-project-australia-s-

migration-policies-african-dimensionsaustralia

BBC 

South Sudan: can the world’s youngest country survive? (2015) 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p036g61m

Country profile South Sudan https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-14069082

Country profile Sudan 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-14094995

Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs, Harvard Kennedy School 
A Political History Timeline of Sudan https://www.belfercenter.org/sites/default/

files/files/publication/Sudan%20timeline_ver2.pdf

CIA, World Fact Book 
South Sudan 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/od.html

Sudan 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/su.html

Foundation House 
Education and Refugee Students from Southern Sudan, Foundation House, Victorian 

Foundation for Survivors of Torture, 2005 

http://www.uws.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/643934/

EducationRefugeeStudentsfromSouthernSudan.pdf

Mercy Corps 
Quick Facts: What you need to know about the South Sudan crisis  

https://www.mercycorps.org/articles/south-sudan/quick-facts-what-you-need-know-

about-south-sudan-crisis

Museums Victoria 
Origins: Immigration History from Sudan to Victoria 

https://museumsvictoria.com.au/origins/history.aspx?pid=224 

SBS 

The history of Sudan from colonial times to independence 

https://www.sbs.com.au/language/english/audio/the-history-of-sudan-from-colonial-

times-to-independence
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State of Victoria, Department of Premier & Cabinet 
South Sudan-born, Victorian Community Profiles: 2016 Census 

https://www.multicultural.vic.gov.au/images/2016_Census/CommunityProfiles2016/

South-Sudan-Community-Profile-2016-Census.pdf

Sudan-born, Victorian Community Profiles: 2016 Census 

https://www.multicultural.vic.gov.au/images/2016_Census/CommunityProfiles2016/

Sudan-Community-Profile-2016-Census.pdf

United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/crc.aspx

Child Friendly Language Version, Unicef 

https://static.unicef.org/rightsite/files/uncrcchilldfriendlylanguage.pdf

‘Some 3,500 people fleeing South Sudan each day due to ongoing conflict – UN 

refugee agency’, 4 November 2016 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2016/11/544542-some-3500-people-fleeing-south-

sudan-each-day-due-ongoing-conflict-un-refugee

‘South Sudan First State of Environment and Outlook Report 2018’, May 2018, United 

Nations Environment Programme 

https://www.unenvironment.org/resources/report/south-sudan-first-state-

environment-and-outlook-report-2018

Kakuma Camp and Kalobeyei Settlement Visitors Guide  

https://www.unhcr.org/ke/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2018/02/UNHCR-Sub-Office-

Kakuma-Visitors-Guide.pdf

Distribution of Ethnic Groups in Southern Sudan, SS-0132 24 December 2009, Office 

for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

https://www.refworld.org/pdfid/4bea5d622.pdf

World Vision 
East Africa hunger, famine: Facts, FAQs, and how to help, 28 January 2019  

https://www.worldvision.org/hunger-news-stories/east-africa-hunger-famine-facts

Other references
Benier, Kathryn, Jarrett Blaustein, Diana Johns & Sara Maher, ‘Don’t drag me 

into this’: Growing up South Sudanese in Victoria after the 2016 Moomba ‘riot’.  

Melbourne: Centre for Multicultural Youth, October 2018 

https://cmy.net.au/publications/dont-drag-me-into-this

eMelbourne the city past & present encyclopedia, School of Historical & 

Philosophical Studies, The University of Melbourne, 2008  

http://www.emelbourne.net.au/index.html

Hamid, Gamal Mahmoud. Population Displacement in the Sudan: Patterns, 

Responses, Coping Strategies. 1st ed. New York: Center for Migration Studies, 1996 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/2050411x/13/3

Marlowe, Jay, Anne Harris and Tanya Lyons (eds) South Sudanese Diaspora in 

Australia and New Zealand: Reconciling the Past with the Present (Newcastle upon 

Tyne, Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2013)

Patey, Luke Anthony ‘State Rules: Oil Companies and Armed Conflict in Sudan’, Third 

World Quarterly 28, 5 (2007): 997-1016 (can be accessed digitally with a free State 

Library of Victoria membership)

Republic of South Sudan: Birth of a Nation published by the Ministry of Information, 

Government of South Sudan, Juba, 2011

Rone, Jemera, Sudan, Oil, and Human Rights. Brussels: Human Rights Watch, 2003, 

https://www.hrw.org/reports/2003/sudan1103/index.htm

‘South Sudan’. Britannica Library, Encyclopædia Britannica, 22 July 2017, Accessed 

Teacher Kit: Donkeys Can’t Fly on Planes20



26 Sep. 2018 via State Library of Victoria online resources (can be access with a free 

State Library of Victoria membership)

Stearns, Peter N., Childhood in World History (Routledge, New York & London, 2006)

Thomas, Judith ‘From Southern Sudan to Adelaide: Learning Journeys of Refugee 

Secondary Students’ PhD thesis, School of Education, University of Adelaide, 2017

Media
Miss South Sudan Australia Documentary, Written & Directed by Shannon Owen @ 

EyeSpy Films, Developed & Produced by Matchbox Pictures, 2010 

https://vimeo.com/37487921

The Weird History Podcast  

no 67 Kingdom of the Mahdi, Part One, 11 February 2016 

no 68 Kingdom of the Mahdi, Part Two, 18 February 2016  

no 69 Kingdom of the Mahdi, Part Three, 25 February 2016 

http://www.interestingtimespodcast.com/tag/sudan

Behind The News on Children’s Rights 

https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/kids-rights/10488808 

https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/child-rights/10527330 

https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/child-rights---article-17/10523966 

https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/childrens-rights/10531634
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